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Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough, 
together  with  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report  for  the 
year  1960. 

In  considering  the  statistics  for  the  year,  a period  of  fifteen 
years,  1946-60,  has  been  included  so  that  some  measure  of  the 
trend  of  health  improvement  in  the  town  can  be  shown. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  population  of  the  town  shows  little  change.  In  1948  it 
reached  over  the  28,000'  mark  which  it  maintained  until  1953  when 
it  fell  to  27,960,  a decline  of  90  people  from  the  previous  year.  The 
population  today  is  27,320,  despite  the  fact  that  probably  a greater 
number  of  people  work  in  Farnworth  than  ever  before.  New 
industries  which  have  come  into  the  town  have  more  than  com- 
pensated the  recession  in  the  cotton  trade.  In  1946  there  were 
8,330  inhabited  houses  with  a population  of  27,070.  In  1960  there 
were  9,218  inhabited  houses.  There  is,  of  course,  a great  deal 
less  overcrowding  and  today  the  large  families  of  former  years  are 
rare.  Large  families  when  they  do  exist  are  more  common  among 
the  lower  wage  earners. 


The  Birth  Rate  of  17.2  is  also  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales;  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  29.4  against  21.7  for 
England  and  Wales;  the  Still  Birth  Rate  is  26.6  and  for  England 
and  Wales  19.7.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  29.4  is  not  per- 
haps excessive  for  a compact  industrial  area  and  it  appears  to  be 
a wonderful  improvement  on  the  years  before  the  first  world  war 
when  the  rate  ranged  from  262  in  1904  to  215  in  1913.  It  will  be 
seen  from  Table  I that  in  1948  the  rate  was  as  low  as  28  and  in 
1952  the  record  to  date  of  21.  The  Still  Birth  rate  has  fluctuated 
during  the  last  fifteen  years  and  today  stands  at  26.6  against  the 
19.7  of  England  and  Wales.  There  are  many  factors  which  deter- 
mine the  birth  of  a healthy  child  and  our  knowledge  on  how  this 
can  be  achieved  has  increased  one  hundred  fold  since  the  early 
century.  Ante-natal  clinics,  better  housing,  better  food  and  a 
greater  knowledge  of  health  and  hygiene  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
have  made  childbirth  a much  safer  venture  for  mother  and  child. 


The  Death  Rate  of  12.7  as  against  11.5  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  is  not  untoward.  The  fact  that  people  are  living  some  ten 
years  longer  than  they  did  fifty  years  ago  cannot  influence  the 
Death  Rate.  Climatic  conditions  or  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  or 
some  other  ailment  can  influence  this  rate  however,  since  resistance 
to  disease  is  less  in  old  people. 
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The  causes  of  death  in  the  fiteen  years  under  review  is  of 
interest.  In  1950  the  tabulation  of  deaths  by  the  Registrar  General 
was  amended  so  that  cancer  deaths  were  split  up  into  various 
categories  according  to  the  site  of  growth,  and  separate  figures  for 
deaths  due  to  coronary  disease  were  given.  In  Table  1 the  figures 
in  brackets  denote  the  deaths  due  to  lung  cancer  and  those  due  to 
coronary  disease.  There  are  still  many  deaths  from  lung  cancer.  It 
can  only  be  repeated  that  while  smoking  is  not  the  sole  cause  of  this 
condition  it  is  a great  contributory  factor,  and  cigarette  smoking 
with  inhaling  the  greatest  evil.  Irritation  in  some  form  is  often 
the  cause  of  cancer,  from  the  spinners  cancer  to  lung  cancer.  The 
inveterate  cigarette  smoker  of  over  40  may  already  have  the  first 
cancer  cells  implanted  somewhere  in  his  respiratory  system.  But 
the  young  adult  who  foolishly  deems  smoking  a symbol  of  man- 
hood should  be  told  as  forcibly  as  possible  what  excess  in  this 
habit  may  bring.  Pipe  smokers  are  less  prone  to  lung  cancer  if 
statistics  on  this  subject  are  correct  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
them.  Since  smoking  appears  to  start  in  the  latter  days  of  school 
life,  if  not  earlier,  then  the  close  association  of  lung  cancer  and 
smoking  could  claim  a small  niche  in  the  education  curriculum. 


Heart  disease,  of  course,  is  responsible  for  most  deaths.  We 
all  ultimately  die  of  heart  failure  but  not  all  deaths  are  due  to 
disease  of  the  heart  itself.  The  increase  in  coronary  thrombosis  is 
alarming  and  many  are  the  theories  as  to  its  cause.  The  most 
recent  belief  is  that  it  is  due  to  the  metabolism  of  fat.  It  may  well 
be  due  to  lack  of  exercise  in  the  middle  aged  and  too  strenuous  work 
or  worry  in  the  older  people.  It  is  more  common  in  men  than  in 
women.  Perhaps  the  motor  car  is  a contributory  cause.  More 
people  own  cars  than  ever  before  and  less  exercise  is  the  result. 
Despite  all  this  some  people  living  normal  lives  with  enough 
exercise  and  recreation  will  suffer  from  coronary  disease.  Although 
we  are  all  from  the  same  mould  with  two  arms,  two  legs  etc.,  we  do 
not  all  react  similarly  to  the  same  conditions.  We  have  the  allergies 
which  result  in  certain  of  us  reacting  constitutionally  to  spiced 
sauces  or  strawberries,  shellfish  or  spiders.  Some  people  then  may 
be  prone  to  coronary  disease  through  some  peculiarity  of  their 
system  but  others  can  suffer  it  through  their  own  habits  and 
excesses. 
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Infectious  Disease 

The  incidence  of  whooping  cough  remains  low  and  the  cases 
notified  during  the  last  four  years  are  less  than  those  notified  in  any 
two  consecutive  years  during  the  fifteen  years  under  review  with 
the  exception  of  years  1954-1955. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  combined  with 
diphtheria  immunisation  was  begun  in  Farn worth  in  January,  1954. 
In  1956  there  occurred  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  with  158 
cases  notified  with  one  death.  From  Table  II  it  will  be  seen  that 
prior  to  1957  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  occurred  almost  every 
other  year.  The  numbers  of  fatal  cases  are  given  in  brackets. 

Of  the  66  cases  notified  during  1960,  16  had  been  immunised 
and  these  had  mild  attacks  with  an  uninterrupted  recovery.  Every 
year  seems  to  bring  more  proof  that  whooping  cough  immunisation 
is  of  great  value  in  protecting  young  children  against  a distressing 
and  sometimes  fatal  disease. 

There  were  250  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year,  but 
this  is  not  epidemic  standard  in  this  disease. 


TABLE  II 


Year 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

1946 

122  (2) 

61 

1947 

99  (1) 

423  (1) 
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81 
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13 
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27 
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6 
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158  (1) 

16 

1957 

22 

512 

1958 

40 

22 

1959 

39 

316 

1960 

66 

250 
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Dysentery  is  as  common  almost  as  the  common  cold  and  as 
difficult  to  prevent.  Again  one  must  stress  that  personal  hygiene, 
in  that  hands  should  be  washed  immediately  after  any  visit  to  the 
lavatory,  is  the  one  great  preventative  against  this  infection. 

There  were  10  cases  of  food  poisoning.  None,  however,  was  of 
a serious  nature. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  none  of  diphtheria. 

The  people  of  Famworth  have  always  been  good  supporters  of 
the  Infant  Welfare  and  Schools  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  and  although 
this  is  now  under  the  aegis  of  the  County  Council,  it  was  the 
Borough  Council  who  built  it  and  controlled  the  clinic  in  the  early 
years.  It  is  here  that  immunisation  against  whooping  cough 
tetanus  and  diphtheria,  and  against  poliomyelitis  is  given. 

Since  its  inception  5,036  people  have  had  three  injections  against 
poliomyelitis,  and  6,330  people  have  had  two  injections  and  are 
awaiting  the  third.  This  protection  is  available  for  all  persons  under 
40  years  of  age  and  can  be  obtained  from  any  doctor  in  the  town  or 
by  attending  the  weekly  sessions  held  in  the  Clinic,  Albert  Road.  It 
would  appear  from  these  figures  that  50  to  60'  per  cent  of  the 
people  eligible  for  immunisation  have  sought  protection.  It  is  the 
height  of  folly  to  wait  until  this  disease  appears  in  the  town  before 
protection  is  sought,  as  it  takes  a few  months  after  injection  before 
the  protection  becomes  manifest. 

Old  People 

People  are  living  to  a greater  age  today  than  fifty  years  ago. 
Every  year  there  are  more  old  people.  They  vary  in 
physical  condition  from  the  comparatively  hale  and  hearty  to  the 
feeble  and  ailing.  They  vary  from  the  mentally  alert  to  the  con- 
fused and  demented.  They  present  many  problems. 

There  is  the  reasonably  fit  old  person  who  has  to  attend  to  the 
house  as  well  as  nurse  an  ailing,  sometimes  helpless,  partner;  the 
physically  fit  with  senile  mental  instability  who  often  becomes  a - 
nuisance  to  the  neighbours  by  shouting,  banging  on  walls,  living 
in  a world  of  strange  hallucinations;  the  old  recluse,  who  seldom 
opens  the  door  but  lives  alone  in  squalor  and  dirt;  the  proud  and  in- 
dependent who  has  never  had  charity  and  refuses  it  now  and  still 
insists  on  managing  alone  although  incapable  of  doing  so. 

There  are  not  enough  hospital  beds  for  the  aged,  chronic  sick 
and  there  are  not  enough  hostels  for  those  who,  though  able  to  get 
about,  are  not  fit  enough  to  live  alone. 

Too  often  the  sons  and  daughters,  or  other  near  relatives  of 
these  old  people,  do  not  deem  it  their  duty  to  look  after  them  and 
the  job  is  left  to  kindly  strangers  and  others. 

The  Famworth  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continues  to 
do  excellent  work.  The  chiropody  service,  now  controlled  by  the 
County  Council,  is  very  popular.  The  meals  on  wheels  service 
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suffers  at  times  from  lack  of  voluntary  transport.  All  that  is  re- 
quired here  is  the  loan  of  a car  or  van  which  will  carry  trays  of  hot 
dinners  to  old  people  in  the  town  from  11.30  to  12.30;  just  an  hour’s 
work  for  a car  or  van  once  a week. 

The  curse  of  old  age  is  loneliness.  Almost  every  year  this  has 
been  emphasised  in  these  reports  and  there  is  still  difficulty  in  getting 
people  to  visit  old  persons. 

As  long  as  their  homes  are  comfortable  and  fit  to  live  in,  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  attend  to  old  people  there.  They  are 
happier  in  the  surroundings  they  know,  and  a home  of  their  own  is 
better  than  any  form  of  institutional  residence. 

They  most  desire  company;  someone  to  talk  to,  someone  to 
listen  to.  Surely  the  churches,  women’s  or  men’s  organisations 
could  help  here.  One  night,  or  even  one  hour,  a week  visiting  an 
old  person  would  mean  a great  deal  of  happiness  in  a dull  existence. 

Clean  Air 

A preliminary  survey  of  the  first  smoke  control  area  in  Fam- 
worth  has  been  completed.  Experiments  in  the  use  of  smokeless 
fuel  have  been  carried  out  and  the  results  are  not  in  agreement. 
There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  provided  smokeless  fuel  is  pro- 
duced in  sufficient  quantity,  at  an  economic  price,  used  in  the  right 
type  of  grate,  and  used  in  the  correct  manner,  the  cost  is  if  anything 
less  than  burning  good  grade  coal. 

Most  of  the  atmospheric  pollution  is  caused  by  domestic  coal 
fires.  There  are  already  regulations  governing  smoke  emission  by 
industrial  premises  and  more  co-operation  is  being  given  in  smoke 
abatement  by  industrialists. 

There  is  a great  difference  in  the  morning  air  before  fires  are 
lit  and  the  air  of  the  later  day.  In  a smoke  controlled  town  there 
would  be  no  difference  and  we  may,  like  Wordsworth  viewing 
London  in  early  morning  from  Westminster  Bridge,  see  Famworth 
before  us — “all  bright  and  glittering  in  the  smokeless  air.’’ 

Housing 

Table  III  shows  the  number  of  houses  built  during  the  last 
fifteen  years  and  the  number  of  houses  demolished. 

There  are  9,218  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  and  about 
one  third  of  these  are  council  owned. 

Slow  progress  has  been  made  in  carrying  out  the  slum  clearance 
programme  of  602  houses  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  February,  1956  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  only  some  90  houses  had  been  demolished.  The  Crompton 
Street  area,  however,  which  comprises  136  houses,  is  awaiting 
demolition  and  it  is  believed  that  in  the  future  more  rapid  progress 
will  be  made  in  ridding  the  town  of  worn  out  houses. 

In  1946-47  100  prefabricated  houses  were  erected  to  alleviate 
the  housing  shortage  of  the  post-war  years.  During  1960,  61  of 
these  were  taken  down  having  served  their  purpose. 


TABLE  III 
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The  Health  Department 

Counter  work  with  its  many  people  seeking  advice  about 
housing,  rats,  nuisances  and  other  problems,  occupies  a consider- 
able portion  of  the  staff’s  time.  This  is  as  it  should  be  since  people 
should  feel  that  if  they  are  worried  about  anything  concerning  their 
health  or  house  there  is  somewhere  where  they  can  tell  their  story 
and  seek  remedy. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  numerous  Acts  and  Regulations, 
which  are  here  listed,  which  have  come  into  force  during  the  last 
fifteen  years. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950. 

The  Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  Housing  Act,  1957. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations, 
1958. 

The  Factories  Act,  1959. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960'. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  burden  of  these  Acts  and  Regulations  has  been  laid  on 
the  Health  Department  and  in  particular  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Health  Inspectorate.  The  health  of  a community  is  a valuable  asset 
in  the  community’s  prosperity  and  its  safeguard  is  not  only  the 
work  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  a group  of  Health 
Inspectors,  but  of  the  department  as  a whole,  working  as  a team 
in  the  prevention  of  ill  health. 

I am  fortunate  in  my  present  staff  to  whom  I am  grateful  for 
loyal  co-operation,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
I am  thankful  for  their  help  and  encouragement  in  the  duties 
imposed  upon  me. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  SYDNEY  DAVIDSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  1,504  statute  acres 

Population  27,320  Estimated  mid- 1960 

28,614  Census  1951 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses,  1931  7,104 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses,  1960  9,218 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1960)  £278,427 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  £1,023 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1960 


Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

234 

220 

454 

Illegitimate  

4 

18 

22 

Total  

238 

238 

476 

Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

4 

9 

13 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Total  

4 

9 

13 

England 

Farnworth  & Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  

17.2 

17.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  . 

26.6 

19.7 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1 Year: 

Males 

Females 

T otal 

Legitimate  

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Total  

8 

6 

14 

Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

Farnworth 

England 
6*  Wales 

(all  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000 

live  births)  

29.4 

21.7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  ... 

10 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

births 

Nil 

0.39 

Death  Rate: 

Farnworth 

England 
& Wales 

Per  1,000  population  

12.7 

11.5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ALL  AGES  IN  1960 

Males  Females 

Syphilitic  disease  2 — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  5 3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  14  — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 5 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 17  13 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  — 2 

Diabetes  1 — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  26  39 

Coronary  disease,  angina  36  23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  6 6 

Other  heart  disease  27  23 

Other  circulatory  disease  8 31 

Influenza  — 1 

Pneumonia  7 5 

Bronchitis  15  4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  3 — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 1 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 — 

Congenital  malformations  1 2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  17  17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 — 

All  other  accidents 5 6 

Suicide  1 1 

199  184 


Total  .. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  1960. 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Total 
cases 
at  all 
ages 

Age  Periods 

— Years 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

I15- 

25 

& 

over 

Scarlet  Fever  

38 

- 

1 

4 

6 

5 

16 

6 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

66 

11 

6 

4 

10 

12 

22 

1 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Nil 

- 

Measles  (excluding 

rubella)  

250 

6 

33 

47 

46 

27 

90 

1 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Dysentery  

83 

3 

9 

6 

13 

4 

22 

7 

4 

15 

Meningococcal 

infection 

2 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

— 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  

1 

1 

1 - 

65 

0 

5- 

15- 

45- 

& 

over 

Acute  pneumonia 

(primary  and 

influenzal)  

21 

4 

- 

7 

5 

5 

Smallpox  

Nil 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  encephalitis 

Nil 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  or  typhoid 

fever  

Nil 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

Nil 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  

6 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Food  poisoning 

10 

■ 

2 

5 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis 

(Respiratory) 

10 

- 

1 

5 

4 

— 

Meninges  and 

C.N.S 

Nil 

- 

— 

— 

Other  

Nil 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Nil 

1 

| 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

Ten  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year  1960. 
In  five  cases  the  organism  salmonella  typhimurium  was  isolated,  in 
one  case  salmonella  thompson,  and  in  four  cases  the  organism  was 
not  indentified. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Inspections  During  1960 

During  the  year  4,976  premises  were  visited  as  follows  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  the  provisions  of  the  various  Acts  and 
Orders. 

Public  Health: 

Housing  defects  1246 

Verminous  premises  87 

Moveable  dwellings 45 

Accumulations  and  tips  53 

Waste  water  closets 4 

Drainage  visits 264 

Drain  tests  109 

Public  sewers  142 

Dustbins  21 

Keeping  of  animals  and  birds  9 

Infectious  disease  177 

Disinfection  2 

Problem  families  10 

Housing  : 

Individual  unfit  houses — repairable 8 

Individual  unfit  houses — not  repairable  170 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  324 

Cleared  sites  or  demolition  in  progress  99 

Overcrowding  37 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  6 

Improvement  Grants  97 

Rent  Act  74 

Food  and  Drugs: 

Slaughterhouses  208 

Meat  shops  56 

Fish  shops 14 

Grocers  62 

Greengrocers 17 

Bakehouses  34 

Dairies  23 

Milkshops  20 

Restaurants  and  cafes 30 

Market  stalls 39 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 86 

Fried  fish  shops  17 

Ice  cream  premises  7 

Milk  samples 2 

Inspection  of  unsound  food  86 
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Factories  : 

Factories  71 

Outworkers  , 2 

Clean  Air  Act: 

Smoke  observations 16 

Industrial  pollution  162 

Domestic  pollution  109 

Smoke  Control  Areas  91 

Measurement  of  pollution  88 

Miscellaneous : 

Rodent  control 314 

Shops  Act  9 

Pet  shops  7 

Other  visits  422 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

During  the  year  informal  action  was  taken  to  secure  the  repair 
of  312  houses  which  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  fit  for 
habitation.  During  the  same  period  237  houses  were  made  fit  after 
informal  action  had  been  taken. 

Number  of  notices  served: — 


Informal  97 

Statutory  1 

Legal  proceedings  1 


Result:  Conviction,  Nuisance  Order  and  Costs. 

Water  Supply 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  by  Bolton  Corporation.  The 
water  is  derived  from  upland  gathering  grounds  and  is  filtered  and 
treated  before  going  into  supply.  It  is  soft  in  nature  and  satis- 
factory in  quality  and  quantity.  All  dwellings  in  the  Borough  are 
supplied  directly  with  water. 

The  supply  was  from  Ferns  Pressure  Filters,  Sweetloves  Rapid 
Gravity  Filters  and  the  Haweswater  Undertaking.  Eight  samples 
of  both  raw  and  filtered  water  taken  from  Ferns  Pressure 
Filters  and  Sweetloves  Rapid  Gravity  Filters  were  subjected 
to  full  chemical  analysis  and  100  samples  of  raw 
and  101  samples  of  filtered  water  to  bacteriological 
examination  by  the  Borough  Analyst.  In  addition  59 
samples  of  water  from  the  supply  of  the  Haweswater  Undertaking 
were  examined.  The  results  showed  that  the  filtered  and  treated 
water  was  of  excellent  quality,  B.Coli  being  absent  in  all  of  the 
potable  water  samples  tested.  All  water  is  treated  before  passing 
into  supply. 
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From  tests  made  weekly  the  water  was  shown  to  have  no 
significant  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination. 

Regular  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  in  the  distribu- 
tion system  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  mostly  in  the 
Fylde  Street  area,  and  of  the  22  samples  tested,  B.Coli  was  absent 
in  all  cases. 

During  the  year  an  additional  81  yards  of  2in.,  116  yards  of 
3in.  and  407  yards  of  4in.  diameter  water  main  were  laid  within 
the  area. 

Drainage 

The  inspection  and  testing  of  all  new  drainage  work  and  of 
alterations  to  existing  drainage  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  was  further  reduced.  A 
grant  of  £10'  was  made  in  respect  of  each  conversion  and  the  over- 
all situation  is  as  follows: — 


Number  of  pail  closets 4 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  21 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets 10424 

Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  ...  9218 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  converted  to  fresh 

water  closets  during  the  year  3 


Sewerage 

Virtually  all  buildings  in  the  town  are  connected  to  the  sewer- 
age system,  which  is  partly  combined  and  partly  separate. 

Some  of  the  town’s  sewers  are  old  and  defective,  others  are  at 
times  subject  to  overload  due  to  building  developments,  and  parts 
of  the  system  have  been  affected  by  mining  subsidence. 

An  extensive  programme  of  main  sewer  reconstruction  is  under 
consideration. 

Work  has  proceeded  throughout  the  year  on  reconstructing  a 
main  outfall  sewer  in  the  Hall  Lane  area  following  extensive  dis- 
turbance of  the  system  by  the  subsidence  which  occurred  in  1957. 

Arrangements  for  sewage  disposal,  which  are  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Bolton  and  District  Regional  Sewage  Board,  are 
adequate  for  present  needs.  They  consist  of  a process  of  sedimenta- 
tion, filtration  and  percolation  in  conjunction  with  humus  tanks, 
grit  chambers  and  mechanical  screens. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor.  The  contents  of  some  10,500  dustbins  are 
removed  weekly  by  three  teams  of  collectors,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping. 


Vermin  Infestations 

Effective  measures  have  been  taken  throughout  the  year  to 
destroy  any  vermin  infestations  found. 


Clean  Air 

Although  earlier  estimates  of  a possible  date  for  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Borough’s  first  Smoke  Control  Area  were  per- 
haps too  optimistic,  some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  A 
preliminary  survey  of  the  area  was  completed,  thus  providing  use- 
ful information  for  the  detailed  survey  which  will  follow. 

As  was  forecast  last  year,  a further  experimental  trial  of  smoke- 
less fuel  was  started  in  1960.  The  results  were  much  less 
encouraging  than  those  of  the  original  trial  but  they  provide  in- 
formation which  will  be  of  value  when  Smoke  Control  Areas  come 
into  operation. 

Pollution  from  industrial  sources,  whilst  still  at  too  high  a level, 
is  decreasing.  This  follows  recent  developments  in  local  industry, 
partly  brought  about  by  the  general  re-organisation  of  cotton 
manufacture  and  the  consequent  modernisation  of  steam-ra;sing 
equipment  in  industrial  premises.  At  last,  it  seems,  industry  has 
realised  that  smoky  chimneys  mean  wasted  fuel.  Smoke  observa- 
tions of  industrial  chimneys  have  continued,  and  appropriate 
action  taken. 

Regular  measurements  of  pollution  levels  in  the  town  have  been 
maintained,  and  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Famworth  Grammar 
School  staff  and  students  for  their  help  in  this  work. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Pet  shops  are  inspected  in  co-operation  with  the  R.S.P.C.A. 
Three  pet  shops  were  re-registered  in  Farnworth  in  1960. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

During  the  year  nine  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  temperature, 
ventilation  and  hours  of  opening. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

There  are  131  factories  on  the  register,  of  which  121  are 
provided  with  mechanical  power.  During  the  year  71  visits  were 
made  to  these  factories. 

Recent  industrial  developments  in  the  area  have  resulted  in 
considerable  modernisation  of  factory  premises,  with  consequent 
improvements  in  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation,  washing 
facilities,  and  working  conditions  generally.  Problems  arise  from 
time  to  time  with  the  introduction  of  new  industries,  but  these  are 
generally  resolved  by  co-operation  between  management,  local 
authority,  and  H.M.  Factory  Inspectors. 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  are  to  be 
found  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

This  work  continued  unabated.  Again  it  has  been  found  that 
defective  drains  are  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  surface  infestations. 
A number  of  untrapped  street  gullies  have  been  modified,  so  pre- 
venting further  infestations  from  this  source.  All  remaining  gullies 
of  this  type  should  have  attention  if  surface  infestations  are  to  be 
minimised  and  more  work  needs  to  be  done  towards  destroying  rats 
in  the  town  sewers. 


Details  of  Inspections 


Type  of 

Property 

Dwelling 

houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

Others 

including 

Business 

and 

industrial 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in 
local  authority’s  district 

9218 

6 

1170 

10,394 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  local 
authority,  primarily  for 
rodent  infestation  

767 

2 

208 

977 

Number  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by 
rats  and  mice 

301 

2 

79 

382 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
the  local  authority 

301 

2 

79 

382 

PUBLIC  BATHS 


General  Description 

The  Baths  consist  of  a covered  plunge  with  slipper  baths  and 
foot  bath  facilities,  accommodation  for  spectators  and  separate 
changing  cubicles  for  bathers, 

The  plunge  measures  75ft.  x 30ft.  and  is  tiled  with  built-in 
scum  channel.  The  surrounding  walk  is  of  non-slip  tiles  draining  to 
channels  away  from  the  plunge.  The  bathers’  changing  cubicles  are 
situated  along  the  longer  sides  of  the  rectangular  plunge  with 
spectators’  tiered  seats  across  the  shorter  side  opposite  to  the 
entrance;  a balcony  covers  the  changing  cubicles.  Foot  baths  and 
showers  are  situated  at  either  side  of  the  spectators’  seating  and 
sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  beneath  this  seating.  The 
slipper  baths  are  positioned  on  either  side  of  the  entrance  foyer; 
two  baths  are  provided  for  females  and  three  for  males.  The  build- 
ing is  centrally  heated  with  its  own  boiler  plant  which  also  produces 
hot  water,  heats  the  plunge  and  centrally  heats  the  adjacent  shop- 
ping arcade. 

Source  of  Supply 

The  water  is  supplied  from  the  town’s  mains  and  is  from 
upland  sources  with  some  deep  well  water. 

Treatment 

The  water  is  subject  to  continuous  filtration  and  the  total  con- 
tents of  the  plunge  pass  through  the  filter  twice  each  day.  After 
filtration  the  water  is  chlorinated  continuously  by  direct  injection  on 
the  “break  point’’  method  of  chlorination.  The  plunge  is  totally 
emptied  and  refilled  once  each  year. 

Sampling  and  Bacteriological  Control 

The  water  in  the  plunge  is  sampled  four  times  each  day  to 
determine  the  residual  chlorine  content  and  pH.  value.  The  level  of 
residual  chlorine  is  maintained  at  3 p.p.m.  whilst  the  pH.  value  is 
kept  at  approximately  7.6. 


MORTUARY 

The  public  mortuary,  situated  in  Gas  Street,  is  in  exceedingly 
poor  condition  and  does  not  comply  with  modern  requirements. 
Temporary7  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  use  of  the 
mortuary  at  Bolton  District  General  Hospital. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

No  positive  measures  have  been  possible  towards  organised  and 
systematic  inspection  of  food  premises.  Many  of  these  premises  are 
visited  only  spasmodically  and  although  standards  are  improving 
there  is  a need  for  more  frequent  inspection. 
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The  conditions  at  some  of  the  Market  food  stalls  give  cause  for 
concern  and  require  investigation. 


Milk  Supply 

The  number  of  milk  distributors  registered  by  the  local 
authority  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 


Dairies  in  Famworth 6 

Shops  other  than  dairies  149 

Premises  outside  the  district  4 


Twenty-one  dealers’  licences  to  retail  tuberculin  tested  milk 
were  issued. 

The  number  of  licences  to  retail  heat  treated  milk  was  23  for 
pasteurised  and  159  for  sterilised  milk. 


Ice  Cream 

Two  premises  are  registered  as  being  suitable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream. 

Seven  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream,  making  a total  of  148  registered  in  Famworth. 

Seven  inspections  of  ice  cream  dealers’  and  manufacturers’ 
premises  were  made  during  the  year. 


Preserved  Food 

Fifty-six  inspections  were  made  of  premises  used  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  preserved  food.  Twenty-nine  such  premises  are 
registered  in  Famworth. 


Slaughter  of  Animals 

One  slaughterhouse  has  continued  to  operate  throughout  the 
year.  Some  improvements  have  been  made  in  an  effort  to  bring  the 
premises  up  to  the  standard  required,  but  more  work  is  needed. 
All  animals  slaughtered  have  been  of  good  quality  and  the  in- 
cidence of  disease  has  been  low.  Bovine  tuberculosis  is  now  a rare 
occurrence — only  three  minor  lesions  were  found  in  the  264  cattle 
examined 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Incidence  of  Diseases 

Cattle 

excluding  Sheep  & 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 


Number  killed  

264 

Nil 

Nil 

1272 

Nil 

Number  inspected  

264 

Nil 

Nil 

1272 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis: — 
Whole  carcases  rejected  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  rejected  

9 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  

3.4% 

Nil 

Nil 

.94% 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  carcases  rejected  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  rejected  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 

1.1% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 

During  the  year  seven  persons  had  their  licences  to  slaughter 
animals  renewed,  and  one  new  licence  was  issued. 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found,  after  examination,  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  surrendered  and  destroyed: 

Weight 

Tinned  foods  2234  lbs. 

Other  foods  1129  lbs. 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  District  at  the  End  of  the  Year 


Type  of  Business  No. 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  142 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet  fish,  game, 

etc.)  30 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry,  game,  etc.)  5 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved  meats, 

tripe,  etc.)  37 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  46 

Fried  fish  shops  26 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice  cream,  etc.  17 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafes,  snack  bars 

and  similar  catering  establishments  93 
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Hawkers 

Thirteen  hawkers  are  registered  in  Famworth.  No  new  regis- 
trations were  made  during  the  year. 


Adulteration  of  Food 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  samples  are  taken  by  the  County 
Sanitary  Officer  in  collaboration  with  the  local  Public  Health 
Inspector. 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year: — 

Milk  93 

Other  articles  47 


The  other  47  articles  comprised: 

3 Sugar 

1 Sponge  cake  and  pudding 
mix 

2 White  Pepper 

1 Ammoniated  mercury 
ointment 

5 Hour  confectionery 

4 Butter 

1 Herbal  tablets 

2 New  Zealand  Cheddar 
Cheese 

1 Beef  paste 
1 Meat  mould 
1 Headache  tablets 
1 Boric  acid  power  B.P. 

1 Bread 

1 Edible  cake  decorations 
1 British  sherry 


1 Castor  oil  B.P, 

2 Table  jelly 

1 Golden  raising  powder 

3 Pork  sausages 

1 Compound  codeine  tablets 
1 Dripping 
1 Dried  milk 
1 Dried  fruit 
1 Potted  beef 
1 Boric  acid  ointment 
1 Fish  paste 
1 Salmon  canned 
1 Travel  sickness  tablets 
1 Cod  liver  oil  B.P. 

1 Malt  extract  with  cod  liver 
oil  B.P. 

1 British  rich  ruby  wine 
1 Ice  cream 
1 Bacon. 


23 


The  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst 
and  were  reported  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  those  listed 
below: 


Type  of  Sample  Result  of  Analysis 


Action  Taken 


1 Pork  Sausage  Contained  130  parts  per  million  Vender  interviewed 
sulphite  preservative  (expressed 
as  sulphur  dioxide)  without  dec- 
laration. 


1 Potted  Beef 


1 Formal  milk 


Meat  content  72.5%,  added  water  Vendor  interviewed 
27.5%.  Potted  meat  should  not  Further  sample 
contain  any  added  water.  obtained. 

Fat  content  2.9%,  deficient  Farmer  notified 

3.3%  fat.  Slightly  low  in  solids- 

not-fat. 


1 Informal  milk 
(part  filled 
bottle) 


Contained  six  dead  larvae  of  a fly 
such  as  drosophilidae  (fruit  fly) 
of  which  four  adhered  firmly  to 
the  bottle  sides.  Total  weight 
12  mgms.  The  larvae  had  been 
subject  to  heat  treatment. 


Dairy  cautioned. 
Complainant  in- 
formed 


1 Formal  milk  Freezing  point  indicated  the  Vendour  cautioned 
presence  of  1:5%  of  extraneous  and  further 
water.  samples  obtained. 
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HOUSING 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

Houses  Flats 


(i)  By  the  local  authority  24  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities Nil  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  6 Nil 


1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year::  — 


1 —  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally 

or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  460 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal  made 

for  the  purpose  1748 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  (a)  above  found  to 

be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  227 

2 —  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  existing  at  end  of 
year  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 

capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  . . . 617 


Displaced 

2.  Houses  Demolished: — Houses  during  year 

In  Clearance  Areas:  Demolished  Persons  Families 


1 — Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 — Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 — Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 
43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

4 — As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure under  Section  17  (1)  Housing 
Act,  1957  

12 

11 

4 

5 — Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

63 

173 

62 

6 — Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under  local 
Acts  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 — Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Displaced 
during  year 

3.  Unfit  Houses  Closed: — Number  Persons  Families 

1 —  Under  Sections  16  (4)  17  (1)  and 

35  (1),  Housing  Act,  1957  1 Nil  Nil 

2 —  Under  Section  17  (3)  and  26,  Housing 

Act,  1957  Nil  Nil  Nil 

3 —  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section 

18,  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil  Nil  Nil 

4.  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in 
which  Defects  were  Remedied:  — 

By  Owner  By  Local  Authority 

1 — After  informal  action  by  local  authority  237  


2 — After  formal  notice  under — 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 1 Nil 

(b)  Sections  9 & 16,  Housing 

Act,  1957  Nil  Nil 

3 — Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil  


5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporory  Use 


(Housing  Act,  1957):  — 


Position  at  end  of  year: 

Number  of 
Houses 
(1) 

No.  of  separate 
dwellings  con- 
tained in  col.  ( 1 ) 
(2) 

1- — Retained  for  temporary 
tion: 

accommoda- 

(a)  Under  Section  48  

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Under  Section  17  (2) 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

Nil 

Nil 

2 — Licensed  for  temporary 
under  Section  34  or  53  . . 

occupation 

Nil 

6.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement:  — 


Number  of 
houses 
0) 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders,  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  purchased  during  the  year  ...  Nil 


No.  of  occupants 
of  houses  in 
col.  (1) 

(2) 


Nil 
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7.  Housing  Act,  1949,  & Housing  (Finan- 
cial Provisions)  Act,  1958 — Improve- 
ment Grants,  etc.:  — 

Action  during  the  year: — 

No.  of  dwelling 
No.  of  houses  or  other 
schemes  buildings  affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 


local  authority  33  33 

(b)  Approved  by  local  authority 33  33 

(c)  Submitted  by  local  authority  to 

Ministry  Nil  Nil 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry  ...  Nil  Nil 

(e)  Work  completed  33  33 


8.  House  Purchase  & Housing  Act, 

1959 — Standard  Grants:  — 

Action  during  the  year: — 

No.  of  dwelling 
or  other  buildings 
affected 

(a)  Applications  approved  by  local 


authority  39 

(b)  Work  completed  39 


Overcrowding 

When  cases  of  overcrowding  are  discovered,  the  families 
receive  special  consideration  for  Council  accommodation. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Numbers  of 

Occu- 

Premises  Number  on  Inspec-  Written  piers 

Register  tions  notices  prosecuted 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2/3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

121 

42 

2 

Nil 

(hi) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers'  premises) 

7 29 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

131 

71 

2 

Nil 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

prosecu- 

tions 

Found 

ToH.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(4)  (3) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

2 

1 Nil 

2 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Out-work)  

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

2 

1 Nil 

2 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Section  110 

No.  of  out- 
workers in  No  of  cases 
August  list  of  default 
required  by  in  sending 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 

Section  111 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in 
unwhole- 

Work 

Section  1 1 0 
0)  (c) 

lists  to  the 
Council 

failure  to 
supply  lists 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing) 
apparel  ) 

0) 

Making 

etc. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

) 

) 

) 

Cleaning 

and 

Washing 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

% 
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